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Seattle, Wash,

I am writing bto ybu to ask your assistance in
keeping tennis-players out of the Queen Anne Playlield until
more ressonable hours in the moraing. I has bgpn@ned lately,
that =8 many as four young men come over there at five o'clock
in.th@ morning and use their own nét, the playground net being
taken down every evening. The playground, as you may know, is
fenced in with a high wire fence, but this does not keep the
boys out- they elimb over somehow, and it is absolutely lm-
posaible to get any sleep after they atsrt in. I have gone
over and talked with some of the older, more gentlemaunly boys,
and they have stopped, but there are those whom & person cannod
appeal to personally, and of course, I sould not undertake %o
speair to every group in this way.

T em busy down town during the day, as weny in my

2

neighborhood, and count on having required rest, but it just

soems that 1t 1o impossible in the summer, without your help.
& % 47




This morning the boys came over with thelr own net at 4:30, and
they disappear before the Keever comes, at eight otclock. These
boys are school boys who play all day, besides.

: I am at a loss to know what to suggest, but perhaps a
sign to the effect of prohibiting anyone in the playgrounds until

&

the ghtes arg opened wowld help. S%till, as there is no one in

authority %o enforcs muéh, 1 dont know how it would be heeded, by
the vounger element at least.
gince our whole household has suffered this most distressing
inconvenience for so many mornings, I feel there must be some thing
done immediately, and therefore, appesl to you in this manner.
Thanking you in anticipation for your effective assistance,

Gratefully,
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Mr. Hofi mn:

" A lady came in (sent by Mr. Burnett to
see you personally) to complain about the unsightly
cohditions at

QUEREN ANNE PLAYGROUND,
Second, West, and Howe St.

‘ She asks that a fence be built so as %o
protedt property owners from flying baseballs, etc.,
or that trees be placed for the purpose of beautifying
as well as protection, She also states that the
so-called "rockery" of broken concrete does not serve
the purpose for which it is intended, lying parily

on the sidewalk’ ’

: She said Mr. Burnett told her to tell
you and that you would investigate and see what could
be done. Her property is at 2d, W. and Howe, and windows
have been broken twice by thrown baseballs. )
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Seattle Park Board,
seattle, Washington. SERTL

We, the undersigned, residents of the district borderiﬂg on wueen
aAnne playfield, located in the block bounded by Newton and Howe Sts.,
and Warren and Ffirst Avenue North, do respectfully request that this
field be. cleared, closed and locked not later than 9%00 &M each even-
ing. '

It 1s ovr understanding that the playfield instructor leaves at
9:00 M and he or she should be instructed to clear the field, close
and lock the gates, ~ i \

We are making this request due to the fact that after the instructor
leaves, the older boys get in and bang the chain swings around, which
makes a great deal of noise, and this combined with thelr loud and vile
talk, makes it just about impossible to gleep, as they often are in the
field as late as midnight.

Your immediate attention to this matter will be greatly appreciated,
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/ December 3, 1943

Urs. Vs Fo Powell, Chairman

Hovbor and Public ﬂr@&né& Commities
City Codnell

Leattle

Dear Hadam:

He are herewith returning your Plle No., 179126,
being petition of Walter Hing that the Fast ‘ueen inne ?1&ym
ground st Tarren Avenue and Hewton Street, be turned over to
the srthopedic Hospital, with the following report snd recom-
mendation by the Perk Boavd:

erdeiiRthat brs, Powell be advised that the
fobal cost of the property and im@ray&ﬁ&ntﬁ,ﬁ& ihe
Park Qapa?ﬁ%&%ﬁ, sloce vie acqulved 1t in 1910, is
approzlustely ©35,000.00, and that this iz the only
playground far small children on Dueen Anne Hill,
and that unless the Board recelves some sssurance
of belng plven another sultuble ground in exchange,
they would nel recommend turndye the fast Oueen inne
?ﬁggfruunu over Lo the Ortbopedle Hospital, asg such
as ihey realisze lhe value it might be to the hospitul,.®

Hesnectfuvlly,

BOARL OF pinE oovy
By

Allen Trieksen, Chiel Clevk,

AN 8
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(1)
Deeember 3, 1943

¥ra, ¥, F. Powell, Chelrmen

Harbor and Public Gpounds Commities
City Couneil

Seattle

Dear Hadams

e avre herewith returhing your Jile Ne. 179126,
being petition of walter Hing that the Bast Gusen inne Pley-
ground at darren Avenus and Hewton Strdet, be turned over to
the Orthopedic Hespital, with the Following report snd recomn—
mendation by the Park Board: s

tawtkithat brs, Powell be advised that the
tobtsl cost of the property and improvements, to the
Park Department, sinece we acquired it in 1910, 1s
approximstely $35,000.00, and that thie is the only
playground f#ar small children on Cueen Anne Hiil,
arid that unless the Board recelives some assurance
of Lieing piven arother suitable pround in exchange,
thay would not recommend turning the East Cueen Apne
Playground over te the Orthopedie Hespltal, as mueh
a8 thay realizse the value it might be Lo the hospital,v

fiesnectfully,

BOARL OF BARK COMMISSIONERS,

i
v

Al%en-Tricksen, Chisf Clerk,

CL# 551"’, {E‘ib}:}&




MRs. F. F. POWELL

THE CITY COUNCIL OF

THE CITY OF SEATTLE

514 COUNTY-CITY BUILDING

November 29, 1943

HARBORS AND PUBLIC GROUNDS

Board of Park Commissioners
City of Seattle

Gentlemen and Lady:
I am forwarding herewith Pile No. 179126, being

petition of Welter Hinz that the playfield at Warren

and Newton Streets be turned over to the Orthopedic

Hospital, with the request that you return same together

with your report and recommendation in duplicate,

i

Yours very truly,

Mrs. F. F, Powell -

W
Att,




Jarmary 16, 1951

duction Anthordt
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Tois is a roguest m g&xsg@ﬁm‘a & toilet and service
ing at our Bast Gueen Amne Flayground ab an estimated cost

e mﬁm@ strusture that this bullding !




March 13, 1951

Mr, John B, Cain ‘
Superintendent, Building Department
The Gity of 8eattle

County-City Building

Seattle 4, Washingbon

Res Inspsction of Two Qomicrt Stations

Dear Mr, Cains p/

We have two comfort stations, one at Beacon Hill,
19th Ave, 8, and Holgate 8t,, and ene at Hast (ueen Aane
Playground, Warren Ave, and Howe 8t,, which were sonstructed
38 or L0 years ago. ;

We consider these two buildings a hazard to publie
heslth and safety. The Qouneil has appropriated funds for
their removel and construction of new buildings, and we have
made agilimtian to the Nationel Produciion Authority for
approval for this construction. _

Would you please make an inspection of these two
bulldings and report to us your findings? We would like to
submit your peport along with ours to the National Production
Authority, We have contacted the Health Department and they
are glving us a veport on the sanitary eondition of the buildings.

Thenk you for your cooperation.
Yours very truly,

We C» Hall « Engineer

WOHs am
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M o Haﬁs Thompson‘ A , ﬁ&JG-l 7969

100 Dexter Ave, N,
Seattle, wWn., 98109

BEATTLE pagus o RECREATION

July 31, sy

Dear Nr. Thompsons g .
D ‘?iL

On July 30th a neighbor and I took six small children to play in the
pool of Little Howe Field. There was no water in the pool, because the
girl in charge was absent. This is the second time that this has happened
on a hot day when we especially need the park for our little children.

Even whenthe girl or girls in charge are on duby, we seldom see them.,
Those in charge are grossly remiss in supervising the children at the field,
Because of the inadeduate supervision, parents are forced to accompany their
children to the field, What are these girls being paid for? They are
conspicuous by their absence. ‘ ‘

My children used to play at Little Howe Field when they were the age of
my grandchildren and the supervision was excellent. Irresponsibility in
this matter is inexcusable, There is no good reason why supervision today
should be different from what it was then,

The Queen Anne Fieldhouse could not be in worse condition than it is
this year, Windows have been broken; shattered glass is everywhere, The

grass is neglected. Debris is scattered everywhere,

Many of the children who played at Little Howe Field last year are not
going there this year, because it is no longer safe for younger children,
These children are being deprived of their rights to this field because
of inadequate supervision., This is a gross injustice to the children and to
their taxpaying parents,

The block adjoining the field, purchased by the city for additional
playgroudd facilities, is fast becoming a slum. On the other hand, if
this block is incorporated into the Little Howe Field and subjected to the
same gross neglect, it will be a disaster for our neighborhood. In other
wordss why enlarge something that cannot be properly maintained even now3

The numerous complaints stated in this letter represent a considerable
segnent of public opinion in this neighborhood. We hope there will be no
need to have recourse to more dramatic and public means for stating our
grievances; however, if improvements are not forthcoming, a committee will
be formed and a public protest will be in order,

Thank you for your kind attention, '

7W % incere}iéyours,
e A7 ,, - .
v 6ﬁ?§%gcigameszﬁngg;%i
16Lh 3rd, Ave. West
AT 3 2370
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EAST QUEEN ANNE PLAYGROUND
History

In 1910 this property was purchased from John and Ida Watrons. Its size and
location gave rise to the neighborhood name "Little Howe' - especially since
the Department did not identify the playground by name on the site.
Similarly, the larger West Queen Anne Playfield was dubbed 'Howe Field".
(Howe street is probably named for James B. Howe, who came to Seattle in
1889 and became a leading member of the Seattle Bar Association and of the
community. Warren Avenue honors either an early Seattle Chief of Police or
the General of Bunker Hill fame.)
* \
C12181§e1;1 Anne Hill so named because of the architectural style emerging in the
0's.

"Little Howe' was improved immediately, and because of the topography it was
graded into two levels with landscaping on the perimeter and center slope.

The City Council received a petition in 1943 that the playground be turned
over to the nearby Orthopedic Hospital, but the Park Board held out for
other "suitable ground in exchange'.

By 1951 the old Comfort Station was considered "a hazard to public health
and safety" and approval for construction of a new Shelter House on the
upper level was secured from the post-war National Production (Control)
Authority. The old wading pool and play equipment were patched and repaired
at that time. Hence it became a project for the Forward Thrust program in
1970, when the Shelter House was remodelled and the entire playground re-
developed with pool and play equipment on the upper level.
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